Ala arechiſne, bars 17 
to ſay,a ſhoꝛt inſtruction touching chꝛiſtian 
religion, ſet forth by Theodorus geg 
Ma of the Churchof God 


in Geneua. 


The firſt ſection. 


Queſtion. 1 Herefore bath God placed vs 
, in — world? | 
Aunſwere, To know and ſerue him. 
02. wil he be knowen and ſerued according 
to our vnderſtanding and will: or accor- 
ding to that, Which it bath. pleaſed bim- 
ſelfe,to declare and ſet out vnto vs touching 
the ſame? 

Anſvere.| Actoꝛding to that which he hath 
declared vnto vs concerning the ſame, 
Q3-Where bath be declared and ſet out the 

ſame vnto vs? 
A. In that booke which we call the Bible, 
compꝛehending, togither with diners 
- hiſtozies,the law andthe golpel, | 
24 Who bath made this booke ? 
God him ſelfe, by the miniſterpe ol hys 
holy P2ophets and Apoſtles, 
Q. 5, What is the law? 
4. Che! doctrine which teacheth vs what 
we ought to do, as well towards God, as 
vne ok vs towards an other. 
Q.. n bat is the Goſpel? 


An. 


A. That heauenly doctrine which teacheth 


vs, what we mult beleeue to dur ſaluation 

 thozow Jeſus Chꝛiſt only. 

Q. Doth this word couteine al that which 
we muft beleeue and doe? 


A. Yea,without having any neede to adde 

oz ioyne any thing thereto, 0} to take anyxe 
- thing therefr om, | 

0.8, Say now the articles of "your beleefe. 

A. J beleue in God, the father almighty. xc 


The ſecond ſection. 
Q. Dot h this Doftrine teach vs, that there 
i but one onely God, or that there are more 
gods then one: | 
A. It teacheth that there is but one God 
only, and that we map not haue moze. 
2.2. Wherfore ſay youſot | 
A. Becauſe it mult needes be, ö he whiche 
is God, ſhould be aboue all other thinges, 
- andtherfoze he may not haue afellowe oz 
companion ioyned with him, 
23. Net youin naming God haue ſeemed to 
rebearſe three, that is to ſ vibe Jebrigee | 
| ſonne, and the holy Ghoft. \ 
A. In deede there are thee perlons, i in one 
only Godhead: but pet theſe thꝛee perſons, 
are but one, and the ſelfe ſame onely God, 
0.4. Meane you that God is dixided into 


three partes? 


4. No in m op egunoc be dul 


ded , but g 


P. 4 ** | ſap, 


ſay, ge euery one of theſe ther perſons is 
one, and the ſelfe ſame onely God altogea⸗ 
there perkect, 
Q. 1 ow can thit be? | 
A. It is a miſterie oz ſecreat beyonve al our 
vnderſtanding, and pet notwychſtandyng 
moſt tertayne and ſure, fo God hath lo — 
clared it and ſet it loꝛth vnto vs, by hys ho⸗ 
ly word. 
2.6. Doe you then beleeue in one onelye God, 
thefather t he ſo nne, and the holy ꝑ hoff. 
A. Pea:and by Gods Foodnes, will. dye in 
this faith. 


The third ſection. 
Q.1 Howis the ſonne of God called ? 


A. JESUS CHRIST, 
2.2. What meane theſe wordse IF SVS 
CHRISTt | 
A. Tefus is as much to fap,as Dauio? , and 
, Chritte is as muche as annopnted and con- 
ſecrated to be our ſoueraigne king, hauing 
power ouer all creatures, our loueraigne 
oꝛ high pꝛophet, who hach kullye declared 
vnto vs che wyl of God his father, touching 
our ſaluation , and our loueraigne oz high 
pꝛieſte, which hath fullye appeaſed an pact 
fied the wꝛathe of God agapnſte vs fox our 
linnes. 
0.3. bat batb bee done and ſuffered to 


"ſane ys? 
A.it, #4 


A. De was conceiten undes gboſte, 
and bozne of the virgin 9 vn⸗ 
der Pontius Pilate, cc. 
£4 Can God ſuffer or hes 


+ 


mes Is not I eſus Chrift true and very » God, 

_ eternall;with bis fatber and the boly Tho 

AJ. Pea. 

2.6, How then is be ſayd to baue dyed: 

A. Becauſe that being verpe God, he was 

made man alſo, to che end that in his per⸗ 

ſon our nature mighte beare oz fuffer the 
oo puniſhment due to our ſinnes and 

aunlgreſlions. 

252. Doe you me ane that the ſonne of God, 
was changed into man? | 

A. No, becauſe then he ſhould be nomoze 

Bod: and god can not eyther change him 

ſelle oꝛ be changed. But being of himſelle 

verpe God, he hath taken our nature vnto 
bimſelke, that lo he might be very god and 
very man. 

0.8, If he had not bin God coulde be baue 
bin our ſauiour? 

A. No,fot it belongeth onto God onely to 
pardon and fozgine ſins, and to giue eters 

nall life, 

0.9, Aud if be bad not bin man, coulde be 

bane bin our ſaniour? | 

4 Ihe had not bin man he could not haue 

dyed, 


dyed, and ee we our ſelues _— 
haue bin ſubiect vnto death, 
Ihe fourth ſection. 

Q.1, Shall all the world be ſaued. 

A. No, lo the greater part of the wozld re⸗ 
fuſe their ſaluation. 

5 mho tbẽ are they which ſhal be ſaued% 

They that haue faith and beleeue. 

23. ad what is fayth? 

A. A certaine perſwaſton and aſſurance, 
which euery true chꝛiſtian man oughte to- 
haue, that God the father louech him, fo2 
Jeſus Chyiſt his ſons lake, | 

0.4, Wherefore dee you ſay for Teſus Chri- 
ttes ſake? _ | 

A. Becauſe that we being altogither coꝛ⸗ 
rupted and wholly peruerſe in our ſelues, 
God could not loue vs, but in reſpecte of 
him onely, which is man altogither iuſte 

and perfect,that is to ſay Jeſus Chziſt his 
donne. 

925. C ommeth this fayth of our ſelues} 

A. No, but from the onely grace and good- 
nes of God, which doth frelp giue it to his 
elect and choſen ones. 

0.6. And they which baue this fayth , are 
they ſ⸗ aued % 

A. Pea ofnecelſitie,fo2 god hath giuen his 
. ſanneto the ende that euery one which be⸗ 
ene in him, ſhould haue life euerlaſting: 

A. ili. and 


am he is not a ler- 
The fifth ſeQion: 

Q. But wherby may « man knowe aber 
he haue feyth or no: | 

A. By good wonkes. 

2. 22 be good woorke! F, and which be 
eaills 

A. Thoſe onelp are good which he himlelle 
hath commanded,and thoſe euill which he 
. hath koꝛbidden. 

0.3, Rebearſe nowe the commandements of 

God, 

A. Yeare Iſraell cr. The ſumme wherof 
is, thou ſhalt loue the Loꝛd thy God. 

Q.4, Toknowe Gods commande ments, is not 
onely to know to ſay them, but men mutt alſs 
vnderſtand that which they ſay: wherfore I 
demaund of you, what meaneth that which 
is ſayd in ibe third commaundemevt. to bak 
the name of God. 

A. It is to name God, which we muſte ne⸗ 
uer doe, but vpon iuſt and good cauſe, and 
with feare of his maieſty whom we name. 

Q.5, Then it is by Stronger and greater rea- 
ſon more forbidden to ſweare hy God in vain 
that is to ſay, to take him for a witnes and 
iudge, wit heut iuſt and good cauſe why, 

A. It is ſo indeede, | 

0.6, What meaneth it to ſanttifie the $4- 
ng 40. or day of rel. e 

x. 


A. It is to dedicate and conlecrate it tothe 
- glozp of God, 

0.7, Ought we not alſoto dedicate vnto him 
Fay the reſt of the dayes of our life: 

A. Pea, but this day is particularlye and 

cheefely o2dapned foꝛ this end and purpoſe, 

2.8, Doe men forbid to trauaile or worke on 
the Sabot h day, as though to labor were 4 
thing euill of it ſelfe: 

A. No, but they foꝛbid ozdinary and vſuall 
laboz , to doe a wozke which is better and 


moze prolicable, 
The ſixt ſection. 


Q 1, Tou baue ſayde that they only are good 
workes which God bath commanded. M her- 
fore tell me can we accompliſh and fulfyll * 
the commandements of God* 

A, No, not ſo muche as begin to doe anye 
thing, but by a certaine ſinguler and ſpeci⸗ 
all grace of God, Yea there neuer hath bin 

oz ſhall be a man,excepting Jelus Chziſte 

only.which hath perfectly fulfilled p ſame, 

0.2, Mherefore ſay you ſo? 

A. Becauſe God will laue vs thozowe his 
only mercy in Jeſus Chziſt. 

Q 3, Tet ſo it is that a pr Iyfe is the way 
to ſaluation. 

A. It is true that repentaunce and amends 

ment is topned with the foꝛgiuenes of our 

ünnez but pet it followeth not therevppon, 


chat we be ſaued by our wozkes. x 
0.4, And why ſhall we not be ſaued by our 
wor kes ſeing that they are goods 


2 — Becauſe ie thep be not good inough (02 

0.5. . then are they g 00d? 

A, Toſettefoxth Gods bl to winne oꝛ 
elle to ſtrengthen our neighboꝛs, and to 

make vs know and feele in our ſelues, that 
we are the childzen of God. 

Q.6, Good workes then make vs not Gods 
children? 

A. No, foꝛ contrariwiſe à man muſt ſirſte 

be the child or S DD, betoze he can doe 

good woozkes : but this is a markeo2 
badge, whereby men may knowe the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of God, 

0:7, What then maketh vs the children & 
ſonnes of Cod? 

A. The onely grace and mercye of God, 
by his holy ſpirite, becauſe he hath elected 
— cholen vs from befoze all euerlaſting⸗ 
nes, accoꝛding to his good pleaſure. 

The ſeuenth ſecttion. 

Q.1. The holy ghoſt then is bee which ma- 

Heth vs the c bi 10 en of. god: but what inſtru- 

ments or meaues,doth be * com- 

monly yſe to bring vs to that honor and kepe 

Vs ripe fot i if 

A. The pꝛeaching of the _ pater, a0 
E 


the ve ofthe ſacraments] 
2.2, What call you preaching of the word? 
A. Anexpolition ofthe wzitinges ofthe 
Wophets and Apoſtls, which is don in the 
Churche, by ſuch as he hath called to that 
holy miniſtery:of Whom it is ſapdthe that 
receiuech you receineth me, 
Q. And bow doe you pray? 
A. Saying. our father which art inhea 
Uen.tc, A | 
0.4, To whom ſpeaks you theſe wordes? 
A. To God the Father. 290% 8 
Q.5, Haw is be your father, ſeeing that he 
bath but one onely ſonne, that is to ſay I E- 
SYS CHRIST? | 
A, Firſt, becauſe that Jeſus Chyiſte hys 
eternal ſonne being made man, is become 
. our bꝛother: ſecondly, becauſe he loueth 
me in Jeſus Chꝛiſt his ſonne, wich a grea⸗ 
ter then a katherly loue and affection, 
Q.6. Albeit then that you directe not your 
ſpeac hand worde s eytber to the ſonne or to 


the boly ghofte , yet you doe not exclud or 
ſhutte out eyeber the one or the other. 


A, No, Foz A can not call him Father, 
but in the name ol his ſonne J E SAS 
CHRIS TE, noz pꝛape vnto bym 


butby the holy bel. T 


2:7, And is it nat 2 For 4 man to 
frame or make bis prayer to the perſon of rhe 
ſonne and of the holy ghoft, X 

A. Pea indeede, Fo; ſeeing that the che 

perſons are one onely, and the ſelfe ſame 
Sod inuocation oꝛ payer dooth equallye 
belong vnto them. And whether J callvp- 
on the father in the name of the ſonne by the 
holy ghoſt, oꝛ that J make mp p2aper vnto 
the ſonne to leade and bꝛing mee to the fa⸗ 


ther,o2 that J pꝛay the holy ghoſt to teache 
methe father and the ſonne , all commeth 


to one. 
The. eyghe ſection. 

Q.1, And what is a Sacrament? 

A. It is athing which God letteth befoze 
mens eyes in his church, to ſignifp vnto vs 
lam our ſaluation, an other thing which men 
ſee not. 

Q.2, And wherfore hat h God ordeined theſe 


ſignes to bis promiſes? 


A. F02 to make vs ſo much the mote allu⸗ 

red ofthe certainty ok them. | 
Q:3. How many ſuch ſignes are there in the 

chrifftian Church% 
A. Two, chat is to ſap, Baptiſme, and the 
bholy Supper. 

722 W bat ſee you in auer 
A. Mater. 


Q.5. 


L. Whatdothe thy water ſignifye vnte 
von ? 
1. Che bloud of Jeſus Chaiſt, 

26. To what end! 

To make cleane my ſins, as the water 
being . cleane the filthines 
of the body. 

7. Doth his water make cleane and purge 
ſinnes? 

No, but it ſignifpeth vnto me that which 
waſheth my ſinnes, to wit, the bloud of Je⸗ 
ſus Chzift, 

18, Meane you that this matter or ſub- 
fance oft tbe bloud of Teſus Chrifte waſheth 
our ſe ole 

ys” our ſoules can not be clenſed 10 
any matter as our bodyes,But thys bloude 
maketh me cleane, becauſe p Jeſus Chyiſte 
hath ſhed it fo? ſatiſtaction and full recoms 


pence of my linnes, 
0.9, Is therethen anye difference betweene 


the water of Baptiſme, aud common water? 
No, as concerning the matter and ſub⸗ 
france (fo; it is alwayes water) but there 
is very great difference, as concerning the 
bſe:fo2 the common water ſerueth to waſh 
and make cleane our bovilye filthineſles, 
and the water vſed in Baptiline.is alacra 
ment, ol the waſhing of our ſoules. 


The ninth ſection. 


N.. 


har; mb Sens in the ſupper? 7 
A. The bꝛead and the wine, which is chere | 
giuen and received accozving to the ozdi⸗ 
naunce and inſtitution of God. 
22. m bat doth this breade and this wine 


ſigni fie vnto you? 

A. The bꝛead ſignifieth to me, the bodye 
crucified fo mee, and the wine ſigni⸗ 
fyeth vnto mee, the bloudde ſhedde out fo? 
me, 

0.3, To what end$| 

A. To teſtilie vntome,x to aſſure me, that 

euen as this bzeads this wine, are o2det- 
ned fo2 þ maintenance and nouriſhment of 
this life, ſo our Loꝛde Jeſns Chziſte hath 
giuen his body & his bloud fo2 me, and gi⸗ 
ueth himlelfe to mee. to the ende that from 
him, as from a fountaine chere may flowe 
vnto me eternal life. 

0.4, Are this bread and wine our ſpirituall 
nouriſhment: 

A. No , but they lignifie vnto vs that 
from whence verye eternall lyfe ic lelfe 

poceedeth , that is to ſape, from hym 
which bath ſuffered his death and paſſion 
to take away the cauſe ok our death, that is 
to lay ſins „ and to renue vs vnto eternall 
life.chozow a ſpiritual liuelines, which re⸗ 
ſeth and remaineih in him. | 

Q. Is there anye * wy ＋ 

red 


| bread and wine vſed in this ſacrament, and 
common bread and wine ; 

A. No, as touching the matter and ſubs 
ſtaunce( fo) it is alwayes bʒead and wine) 
but there is very great difference, as con⸗ 
ceraing the vſe:fo2 oꝛdinary and common 
meates are appointed fo2 the vſe of thys 
pꝛeſent like , but this ſacrament is oꝛdey⸗ 
ned to ſignify and ſeale vnto vs our ſpiri⸗ 
tuall and euerlaſting nourichment. 

1 | The tenth ſection. : 
.I. Wherefore bath the Lorde ordeined & 
i initituted two ſignes in his holy ſupper ſee- 
ing that in Baptiſme there is but one only? 
. To aſſure vs that he doth not feede vs 
to the halues, but wholly,being not onelye 
our meate but allo our dzinke. 

Q.2, Where is Ieſus Chriſt nowe according 
to his humane nature? 

Inheauen, from whence he ſhall come 
to iudge the liuing and the dead, 

2.3. By what meanes can you then whic he 
are on the earth receiue him? 

. As Jreceiue with mp hande and my 
mouth the ſacrament, that is to ſape, that 

-b2zead and that wine, fo2 the nouriſhment 
of thys bodye , euen ſo by the vertue, 
and power of the holye Ghoſte, I'doe 

- inwardly and in my ſoule receiue and im⸗ 
bzace thozowe faythe our Lode Jeſus 

Chziit 


Chzift,verye God and verye man, that! 
him J may liue eternally. 

4, Doe they which haue no fayth recei 
Teſus C int in t he ſupper% 

A. No, foz Jeſus Chziſte is not receane! 
but by fapth , pet doe they in deede receity 
the ſacrament,but to theyz condemnatio! 

Q 5. How [0% I 

A. Becauſe that they make no difference 
betwene common bꝛead and comon wine 
and that which is the ſacrament ol the bo 
dy and bloud of Jeſus Chꝛiſte, whom then 
reiect and thzow frqm them thozowe they) 
vnbeliefe. 

Q 6, Howe muff a man prepare himſelfet 
come wort hily to the ſupper : 

A. Ikhe haue true repentance of the life 
is palled, conkeſling their ſins befoze God 
and amending them towards God and his 
bꝛechzen, ſo much as in him lyeth, w alu 
deliberation & purpoſe to be better in ti 
to come, and embꝛating Jeſus Chziſt by a 
true fapth in his pꝛomiſes and ſacraments 
fo2 the alone and only ſauioꝛ, 

| 0.5. But bath Teſus Chrifte left it vnto on 
liberty and choyſe.whetber we will go to th 

ſupper,or not goe to it: 

A. In foꝛbidding men to reſo2t thether vn 
woꝛthilp, he commandech all them whicht 


pans indgament and — to ngen 
the 


S S£ A © 


themlelues þ they may repatre worthlytofe. 


God giue vi all grace to go to it to hi honor and = 
Y and to our ſaluation. Co be it. ike 


hb ——_—_—_——— 


. Aprayer to be ſayd of children before 
they ſtudy their leſſoͤn. 


_ VVherein shall a child addreſſe his vvay, in guiding him 
ſelfe according to thy vvord OLorde.Open our eyes and 
wie ws 4 — — 1 wi, / of thy lavy. Giue 

vs v nderſtanding, and vve e lavy vvo 
vvil I Reepe it vvich our hart. 7 e 


Lord whych art the fountaine of al wiſedom and 

knowledge, ſeeing it hath pleaſed thee to giue vs 

the meane to bee taught in our young age, to knowe 
how to guyde our ſelues holily and honeſtly, in all the 
reſt of our life hereafter to come, let it — thee alſo 
tolighten our vnderſtanding ( vvhiche of it ſelfe is 
blind) that it may comprehend and receiue tliat doc- 
trine and learning, which ſhall be taught vs, confirme 
alſo and ſtrengthen our memory to keepe it vyel: diſ- 
poſe our harts to receiue the ſame vvillingly, & vvith 
ſuch deſire as is mete, leaſt that thorow our vnthank- 
ſulnes, the occaſion that thou doſt offer vnto vs, ſhuld 
periſh and be loſt. To this end powre vpon vs we pray 
idee thy holy ſpirit, which is the ſpirite of all vnder- 
Witanding,truth,,udgement , vviſedome and learning, 
hich may make vs able to profit ſo wel that the pains 
vhich ſhall be taken in teaching vs be not loſt. And 
o whatſocuer ſtudy , that we apply our ſelues, graunt 
that vve fnay refer it to the true and right end, vvhich 
ys to knoyy thee,in our Lord Teſus Chriſte,that vvee 
may haue ful truſt 4 our ſaluation or eternall yo” 
hy grace, and may ſerue thee vpryghtlye and purely, 
accordyng to * n che al that which 
12 learn, may be an inſtrumẽt to helpe vs therto. 


gad ſecyng that thou doeſt promyſe to giue wyſe- 
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on the otherſide to confounc 
of their wits and ne 
thy ſelfe knovvne vnto them gh 
hart, & on the otherſide to make blinde the wicked & 
vngodly, vve beſech thee to faſhion and ſubdue vs to 
true humility, that thereby v ve may be made apte to 
learne & obedient alſo, firſt vnto thee, ſecondly vnto 
our ſuperiors which thou haſt appoynted to gouerne 
and teach vs. Moreouer vve hartily praye thee to diſ- 
poſe and frame our — to ſeeke thee, for 
faking all fleſhly and euil affections, & that we may 
nov in ſuch ſorte prepare our ſelues, to ſerue 
thee hereafter in that eſtate & calling, Which 
it ſnal pleaſe thee to ordeine & appoynt 
or vs, yvhen vve ſhal come to age. 
Hleare vs O father of al mercy, 
thorovy our Lord Ieſus 

beit. 
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